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OF HOUSE RESOLUTION 9, BEFORE THE HOUSE RULES COMMITTEE, JAN. 25, 1977 


Mr. Chairman, Members of the Committee, I appreciate having an 
opportunity to appear in support of House Resolution 9, reestablishing 
the Select Committee on Assassinations and providing interim funding 
under the provisions of House Resolution 11. 

I have come here today making this request for approval of H. Res. 

9 fully realizing the impact of some of the controversy surrounding the 
use of various investigative techniques, the proposed budget and the 
activities of the Chief Counsel. 

First, a proposal was made by the staff for the use of polygraphs 
and stress analyzers. These items have never been used. I am personally 
opposed to their use. Before they could be used they would have to be 
approved by the full committee after careful debate and deliberation. I 
am confident that once it is reestablished and the Members have an oppor- 
tunity to meet, that the Committee for the 95th Congress will not sanction 
the use of such devices. 

Furthermore, I have made it clear that each and every investigative 
technique proposed to be used will be carefully considered and decided 
by Members of the Committee. 

Second, questions have been raised about the size of the proposed 
budget of $6.5 million. Until we jtre reestablished as a Select Committee 
there cannot properly be a budget request. Once the Committee is reesta- 
blished, the Members will have to thoroughly review and evaluate the pro- 
posed budget. We will then be in a position to justify each and every 
expenditure. At this point, we do not know what the budget request will 
be. I can only state that whatever the amount of .the request, the Com- 
mittee will be prepared to justify it and I believe it will be acceptable 
to every Member of the House who wants to see a thorough, professional, 
independent investigation. 

Third, various questions have been raised about the activities of 
the Chief Counsel, Richard A. Sprague. Some of the stories which have 
been published about him were dredged from the turgid and murkey waters 
of big city politics. They are political and bear no credence. As to 
his frequent contact and visibility in the media, I have already prepared 
a draft of proposed rules for both the staff and the Members of the Com- 
mittee. Once we are reconstituted the Members of the Committee will then 
be able to immediately consider and adopt such rules. 

Fourth, while I propose to speak for no other Member, I am sure that 
I reflect their strong feelings that this investigation will be conducted 
under the highest professional and ethical standards. I can personally 
assure the Members of this Committee and of the House that this investi- 
gation will be carried out in the most professional manner so there will 
be no doubt as to our credibility or that of this House. 

It is important to point out that I have not yet served as the Chair- 
man of the House Select Committee on Assassinations. Even though I was 
the originator of legislation creating the Select Committee on Assassi- 
nations I was not named the Chairman of the Committee when it was first 
established last September. Therefore, it is important to understand that 
I have inherited the errors and mis judgments that have been made during a 
period when I was not the person in charge. 

I have devoted myself, and much of the time of my personal staff, to 
meeting the challenge of these circumstances , and it is my judgment after 
very close consideration that there is nothing so dire that cannot be re- 
solved or corrected. The work that has been done thus far by the legal 
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and investigative efforts of the Select Committee's staff is commendable 
and outstanding. 

At such time that this Committee is reconstituted and I am officially 
made the Chairman by House Speaker, Thomas O'Neill, it is certain that some 
staff adjustments will be made, and there is no doubt in my mind that after 
these adjustments are made we can work together in such a way that no fur- 
ther missteps are taken that could cause harm to this body or these investi- 
gations . 

Mr. Chairman, my colleagues, I have long sought enactment of legisla- 
tion establishing a House study of the political assassinations. 

I feel strongly about the need for assessing the impact of these 
assassinations on o\)r country, and getting to the truth of why they happen- 
ed so that we can prevent such events from happening again. 

There has never been a period of time in the history of our country 
like the decade of political assassinations which began with the murder of 
President Kennedy and included the death of Dr. King. 

This decade of assassinations shook the foundations of our democracy 
and has had lasting effects on the people -- too many of whom have very 
serious doubts and fears about their government and its ability to cope 
with forces both within it and loose throughout the land. 

I sincerely did not seek the establishment of this Select Committee 
so that I could become the Chairman. The thought did not even cross my mind. 
Maybe it should have, because I certainly have other objectives and respon- 
sibilities which must be considered too. 

All I have wanted from the beginning is the truth about these crimes 
against the people, and this is why I seek reestablishment of the Committee 
first established through legislation I originated. 

I cannot think of anything more important for us to do here in the 
Congress, as elected representatives of the people, than to insure that 
the people have the option to choose thfflr national leaders by ballot, 
rather than subjecting them to the possibility that bullets may eliminate 
those who could possibly serve, or who might continue to serve, in either 
a volunteer or elected position. 

When I first introduced my proposal in the 94th Congress -- on Feb- 
ruary 19, 1975 -- calling for a Select Committee to study the circumstances 
surrounding the deaths of President Kennedy, U. S. Senator Robert F. Kennedy, 
Dr. King, and the attempt on Governor George Wallace's life -- I was serious, 
but since I was not taken too seriously at the time I had no reason to 
know much about the forces in this country that are dedicated to keeping 
the truth from being known. 

Now that the Committee has been a reality and the investigations 
begun, I know full well that there are strong and organized forces dedicated 
to stopping these investigations in their tracks. 

Nevertheless, I am willing to stand up to these forces, and I hope 
that you are willing to give me and my colleagues, who want to continue 
to serve on this Committee a chance to give the people a full accounting 
of why President Kennedy and Dr. King were slain. 

Those of you who served on the House Rules Committee during the 94th 
Congress know that this Committee on September 15, 1976 favorably reported 
out House Resolution 1540, which authorized a Select Committee on 
Assassinations. On September 17, 1976, the House passed that resolution. 
Thus, four months ago, the House debated, deliberated and determined that 
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there should be full and complete investigations into the assassinations 
of President John F. Kennedy and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

The initial reasons for the establishment of a Select Committee were 
thoroughly discussed and obviously dispositive to the overwhelming numbers 
of the Members of the House who voted in favor of that resolution. 

First of all, the inadequacies of the investigations in both assassina- 
tions and the questions which have been raised, as well as independent find- 
ings of other Congressional Committees that in the case of the assassination 
of President Kennedy the Warren Commission was not provided with all the 
evidence, continue to be compelling reasons why the investigations must be 
carried out. 

Similarly, Mr. Chairman, it was certainly the will of the American 
people that these investigations should once and for all solve these 
assassinations and determine the truth. To this end I would simply remind 
the Members of this Committee that both a CBS and a Detroit news poll 
indicated that 65% and 87% of those polled do not believe the conclusion 
of the Warren Commission. A poll by the Philadelphia Daily News indicated 
that 96% of those polled supported the need for investigations. Thus, 
the will of the American people to fully investigate these assassinations 
was carried out^by the House last September by the passage of House 
Resolution 1540. A recent Gallup Poll indicated that only 117« of the 
people believe the conclusion of the Warren Commission. 

During the span of its short life in the 94th Congress, the Select 
Committee found previously undisclosed evidence, critical witnesses who 
had never been questioned, and revelations which lead to serious questions 
that must be resolved. 

Can we, like an ostrich, now hide our heads in the sand and pretend 
this evidence does not exist? If we do, I submit we can be accused of 
the greatest Congressional cover-up in history. To do so would be tanta- 
mount to the Senate Watergate Committee discovering the existence of the 
tapes and not inquiring further, or the House Impeachment Committee draw- 
ing a Bill of Impeachment and not proceeding. 

Further unwarranted delay would demonstrate vacillation and inde- 
cisiveness which ultimately damages our credibility as Members of this 
House. 

Mr. Chairman, the evidence is compelling -- it will not be washed 
away -- it cannot be ignored. As I said earlier, to stop now would be 
unthinkable. It would demonstrate to the American people that when faced 
with this challenge we turned our backs on the quest for the truth. 

In closing, I would like to call your attention to a comparison 
of H.Res. 9 to H. Res. 1540 of the 94th Congress which I am submitting 
with this testimony, also copies of material from the Congressional 
Record relative to the need for the reconstitution of the Select Committee, 
and to the exchange of correspondence I have had with Congressman Don 
Edwards in response to his initial letter to former Select Committee 
Chairman, Congressman Thomas Downing, who is now retired. 

Again, I ask for your support of this effort to find the truth, 
and welcome any questions you might have. 
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